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WEST	CEDAR	STUDIO	2019	
DRAWING	CLASS	NOTES:			
Within	West	Cedar	Studio	drawing	classes	you	will	learn	basics	that,	if	practiced,	will	help	you	become	more	
successful	as	you	continue	to	draw.	We	study	the	importance	of	improving	hand-eye	coordination	by	drawing	
simple	shapes	and	lines	with	pencil.	It	is	important	to	draw	every	day	as	a	way	to	get	your	brain	and	hand	to	
work	together	in	an	effort	to	draw	what	you	see.		We	study	the	artwork	created	by	the	Masters.	
	
These	are	some	of	the	things	we	learn	and	practice	in	class:	
	
1.	Plan	Your	Drawing	Space	
Before	you	commit	pencil	to	paper,	decide	in	a	small	rough	sketch	how	much	space	you	want	your	drawing	to	
occupy	on	the	page.	It	is	advantageous	to	leave	ample	white	space	around	your	subject	matter	-	for	adding	
some	background	elements	or	to	draw	in	a	cast	shadow.	
	
2.	Use	Construction	Lines	
Construction	lines	help	establish	proportion	and	scale	to	drawings.	Using	them	will	help	you	avoid	redrawing	
major	parts	of	a	drawing	because	certain	elements	are	out	of	scale.	Using	this	technique	will	help	you	
determine	placement	and	composition	of	your	drawing	on	the	page,	proportion	and	scale.	

3.	Use	Perspective	
This	is	simply	the	angle	you	are	viewing	the	subject	matter	from.	When	your	angle	changes,	the	shapes	
change.	

4.	Simplify	Shapes	
All	subject	matter	can	be	broken	down	into	simplified	shapes.	Circles,	triangles,	squares	and	rectangles.	We	
will	work	on	this	concept	a	lot	over	the	next	two	times	we	meet.	
	
5.	Positive	&	Negative	Shapes	
Positive	space	refers	to	the	main	focus	of	a	picture,	while	negative	space	refers	to	the	space	around	it.		This	can	
be	an	abstract	concept,	but	since	we	are	working	towards	reducing	"outlining"	in	our	drawing,	we	allow	
adjacent	white	(positive),	or	black,	(negative)	shapes	help	define	a	shape	rather	than	using	a	line.	
Using	an	eraser	is	useful	to	"pull"	out	white	spaces,	or	to	erase	a	line	after	you	have	added	a	tone	that	has	helped	
you	create	a	shape.	

6.	Shading	&	Highlighting	
Add	drama	to	your	drawing	by	improving	your	shading	and	highlighting.	Pinpointing	the	light	source(s)	is	the	
determining	factor	of	where	a	shadow	will	fall	on	planes	of	objects.	In	the	case	of	multiple	light	sources	there	
will	be	multiple	shadows,	and	even	multiple	highlights.	Remember	the	subtractive	method	of	drawing...	use	
an	eraser	to	pull	out	highlights.	

7.	Reflections	
Related	to	shading	and	highlighting,	reflections	occur	because	of	natural	and	artificial	lighting.	In	the	lake	
reflection	we	studied	in	class,	lake	water	in	calm	or	wavy	form,	is	nearly	always	on	a	horizontal	plane,	with	
reflections	nearly	always	occurring	vertically	in	a	mirror	image.	

8.	Study	Nature	
While	on	a	walk	or	for	a	drive,	study	your	surroundings.	See	the	shapes	of	things	and	how	light	plays	on	the	
surface	of	objects	to	create	forms.	By	frequently	viewing	what	you	want	to	draw,	the	more	it	gets	committed	
to	memory;	and	the	likelihood	increases	you	will	capture	the	spirit	of	what	you	are	to	draw.	

 



Thank you for Joining
Drawing Class!

Nowadays, drawing is considered a foun-

dational life skill, like reading and writ-

ing. It is widely used as a way to slow

down the mind. There should be no stress

in learning to draw. Shoot for daily im-

provement in the way you draw -  there

is no right or wrong. We will not be draw-

ing to attain the goal of a photo-likeness. 

The great thing about drawing is that it is

an inexpensive and simple hobby. The

below materials are basic supplies to help

you become a better artist. A few things will

be provided for you at the first class, but

you are encouraged to gather the other

things as you go along for your own kit.

----------------------------------------------------------

Carrying Bag
Every artist needs a carrying bag to transport all

their supplies in. Keeps everything in one place for

portability.

Drawing Implements
Have a variety of drawing devices as they each

make different types of marks.

Drawing Pencils

Ink Pens

Mechanical Pencils

Colored Pencils / Watercolor Pencils

Charcoal Pencils

Goose Quill Ink Pen

Drawing Extras
Paper Blending Stumps (Tortillons)

Paper Towels

Plastic Circle/Square Templates

Straight Edge Ruler

Gum or Kneaded Eraser

Can of Unscented Hair Spray

Traveling Watercolor Set

Small Paintbrushes

Sketchbooks/Paper
Have sketchbooks in a nice acid-free 98 lb. paper

weight. Handy book sizes are a 6 x 9 and 11 x 14 as

they fit in a bag. Insist on acid-free paper. Paper

finish is important - smooth or textured, whatever

your preference.

Electronic Drawing
Any tablet or smartphone can be a drawing device

when you install a drawing app on it like Autodesk

Sketchbook.

S u g g e s t e d M a t e r ia l s



L e a r n  f r o m t h e M a s t e r s

“The Sower in the Rain” by Vincent Van Gogh 1888-90

“A Suburb of Paris” by Vincent Van Gogh 1887



L e a r n  f r o m t h e M a s t e r s

“View of Raaen Across the Seine” by Claude Monet 1883

“Villa at Vallauris” by Picasso 1952



Dr a w in g  M a t e r ia l s
Learning to Handle the Pencil



Ch o o s in g  P e n c il s



S h a din g-H ig h l ig h t in g
Creating Form with Lighting



Dr a w in g
Creating Tonal Values



Dr a w in g
Fundamental Strokes


